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Foreword

It is my honour to introduce this collection of stories and newspaper
articles about 1* Canadian Ranger Patrol Group (1CRPG), our patrols
and our Rangers. Housing 61 patrols across the Yukon, Northwest
Territories, Nunavut and Atlin, BC, Rangers have long been a valued
part of northern society. Since the formal stand up of 1ICRPG in April
of 1998, our patrols across Canada’s north have been an integral part of
the fabric through which stakeholder organizations and governments
express Canadian sovereignty over our northern lands and water.
Furthermore, duty as a Canadian Ranger allows northern citizens to
participate in their armed forces while remaining in their communities,
a sincere expression of their sense of duty to protect their homeland and
Canada’s future. The training provided by the CAF, combined with the
traditional knowledge, and bushcraft skills Rangers bring to the
organization directly and indirectly serve to support community and
individual resilience.

The diversity of 1 CRPG membership—including Inuit, First
Nations, Metis and non-indigenous—is one of its greatest strengths.
These readings, highlighting the diverse knowledge and expertise of our
Canadian Rangers, reflects the diversity of our communities across the
north. Brought together under the iconic and widely recognized red
sweaters, the Canadian Rangers highlighted in this collection express
Canada’s sovereignty by conducting sovereignty patrols, assisting CAF
operations and reporting observations that may be of military
significance. Rangers also assist their communities in times of need by
conducting Search and Rescue operations and providing community
support during man-made or natural disasters. These stories provide
emphasis on the commitment Canadian Rangers make to their country.

This volume provides readers with an overview of the history of the
Canadian Rangers within 1 CPRG and introduces them to the wide
array of contributions that the Rangers have made, and continue to
make, to Canada and to their communities. Historian Whitney
Lackenbauer and anthropologist Bianca Romagnoli, both close friends
of 1 CRPG, have compiled a wide range of newspaper and magazine
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articles that begin with the official stand-up of 1 CRPG in 1998 to the
present.

These articles underline the Rangers’ well-established presence in
the North and articulates how as an organization, 1 CRPG exists as an
expression of Canadian sovereignty. More importantly, they showcase
the valuable individual, and collective, contributions that northern
Canadians, as Canadian Rangers, make to their communities during
times of need, and to the CAF’s role in the Arctic.

As we look into the future, these stories help define the Rangers’ role
in the past, and will help to determine the role they will play in the
future. Echoing the international chapter of the Arctic Northern Policy
Framework (ANPF), Canadian Rangers’ presence and activities form
part of the wide range of activities that governments, indigenous
peoples and local communities conduct as an expression Canada’s
enduring sovereignty across Arctic land and water. As more attention
is placed on Canadian sovereignty, the Canadian Ranger role in the
north will continue to be of growing interest.

Lieutenant-Colonel Ray Chiasson, CD
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
February 2022
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Introduction

P. Whitney Lackenbauer

“Spanning three Territories and stretching as far as the North Pole,
Canada’s North is a sprawling region, encompassing 75 percent of the
country’s national coastlines and 40 percent of its total land mass,”
Canada’s 2017 defence policy highlights. This tremendous expanse,
“coupled with its ice-filled seas, harsh climate, and more than 36,000
islands,” presents monitoring and surveillance challenges to the
Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) and to the Government of Canada more
broadly. Although Canada’s three northern territories have the lowest
population density in North America, Strong, Secure, Engaged notes
that “the region is spotted with vibrant communities, many inhabited
by Canada’s Indigenous populations. These communities form an
integral part of Canada’s identity, and our history is intimately
connected with the imagery and the character of the North.”"

The Canadian Rangers - members of these communities — are a
celebrated symbol of Canadian sovereignty and security in the North.
As part-time, non-commissioned members of a subcomponent of the
CAF Reserves, the Rangers are lightly-equipped, self—sulfficient,
mobile forces that embody the strengths of Canada’s Northern peoples
Strong, Secure, Engage emphasizes that “the Canadian Armed Forces
must reflect the diversity of the country we defend. We need a military
that looks like Canada.”” The Rangers are so effective because they are
highly reflective of the diverse Northern communities in which they live
and serve.’

Since 1947, the Rangers’ official mission has been “to provide a
military presence in sparsely settled northern, coastal and isolated areas
of Canada that cannot conveniently or economically be provided for by
other components of the Canadian Forces.” Over the last seven decades,
the tasks that they perform in support of this mission have become
more complex. Their initial focus was national security — protecting
their communities from enemy attack in the early Cold War. By the
1970s, their responsibilities became directly linked to the armed forces’
role in support of Canada’s sovereignty in the Arctic. Since the 1990s,
the Rangers have also played a more visible nation-building and

viii | Sovereignty, Security, and Resilience



stewardship role in remote regions across Canada.* They represent an
important success story for the Canadian Forces as a flexible,
inexpensive, and culturally inclusive means of having “boots on the
ground” exercising Canadian sovereignty and conducting or
supporting domestic operations. As a bridge between cultures and
between the civilian and military realms, the Rangers represent a
successful integration of national security and sovereignty agendas with
community-based activities and local stewardship. This practical
partnership, rooted in traditional knowledge and skills, promotes
cooperation, communal and individual empowerment, and cross-
cultural understanding.’

There are five Canadian Ranger Patrol Groups (CRPGs) across
Canada, each encompassing a distinct geographical area. This book
collects stories from the past seventy-five years about the Rangers who
now fall within 1** Canadian Ranger Patrol Group (1 CRPG), the largest
military unit in Canada with an establishment of 2000 Canadian
Rangers in 61 patrols and more than 1,400 Junior Canadian Rangers
(JCRs) in 44 patrols located in 65 communities across the Yukon,
Northwest Territories, Nunavut, and northern British Columbia. The
majority of Canadian Rangers in 1 CRPG are Inuit, First Nations, or
Métis. Community-based patrols vote in their own leadership, which
reflects the grassroots nature of the Ranger organization. As the “eyes,
ears, and voice” of the CAF in the North, southern military units rely
on and learn from the experience and knowledge of the Rangers to
survive and operate effectively in Arctic and Subarctic environments.
The Canadian Rangers not only benefit their communities in a direct
social and economic sense, they also empower Northern Canadians
who mentor and educate other members of the CAF on how to manage,
respect, and ultimately, care for their homeland.

The following newspaper and magazine articles provide a sample of
the many activities in which the Rangers of ICRPG have been involved
since the standup of the unit in November 1997.° The stories highlight
the varied, important roles that the Rangers play - and their unique
terms of service. As table 1 shows, the Rangers’ national task list
encompasses three broad aspects: conducting and supporting
surveillance and presence patrols; conducting and assisting with
domestic military operations; and maintaining a Canadian Armed
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Forces presence in local communities. Highlighting the Rangers’ many
contributions, the Canadian Army notes that the “Rangers will remain
a critical and enduring presence on the ground, valuable in many roles,
including amongst others, the CAF’s eyes and ears for routine
surveillance purposes, its guides, local cultural advisors, interpreters,
and the core of our liaison capacity in many locations, while remaining
immediately available to support local government or other agencies.””

The military draws upon the Rangers’ Indigenous and local
knowledge and capabilities to operate in the North. Many of the stories
in this volume emphasize the value of having access to subject-matter
experts with extensive experience operating in austere conditions who
are willing to share their knowledge about lands and waters.
Furthermore, stories also showcase how Ranger activities allow
members of Indigenous communities to practice and share traditional
skills, such as living off the land, not only with people from outside their
cultures but also across generations within. These skills are central to
Indigenous identities, and there is a persistent worry that these will be
lost unless individuals have opportunities to exercise them and share
them with younger generations.®

By celebrating traditional and local knowledge and skills, and
encouraging and enabling Northerners serving in the Rangers to go out
on the land and share their knowledge and expertise, the Rangers play
an important role in supporting the retention or expansion of core
cultural competencies. In turn, the Ranger concept is inherently rooted
in the idea that the unique knowledge, expertise, and skill sets of
Northern peoples can make an important contribution to military
operations. It is this partnership, rooted in mutual learning and sharing,
that has made the Rangers a long-term success on the local and national
levels.’

By virtue of their capabilities and location, they regularly support
other government agencies in responding to the broad spectrum of
security and safety issues facing Northern communities. For example,
Ranger leadership and training makes them the de facto lead during
states of emergency in their communities — from avalanches, flooding,
extreme snowstorms, and power plant shutdowns to forest fires and
water crises. Their familiarity with local cultures, fluency in Indigenous
languages, and vested interest in the welfare of their fellow community
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Table 1: Canadian Ranger Tasks (DAOD 2020-2)

The tasks in the following table may be undertaken by a CR member on
duty when authorized by their CRPG HQ:

Tasks Examples

e Conduct and provide support to surveillance

Conduct and provide and sovereignty patrols, including training in

. Canada.
support to sovereignty Conduct North Warning System site patrols.
operations ® Report suspicious and unusual activities.

Collect local information of military
significance.

Conduct surveillance of Canadian territory.
Provide local knowledge and CR expertise (i.e.
advice and guides).
Participate in search and rescue operations.
Provide support in response to natural or man-
domestic operations made disasters and support in humanitarian
operations.
e Provide assistance to federal, provincial,
territorial or municipal government authorities

Conduct and provide

assistance to CAF

Maintain a CAF e Instruct, mentor and supervise Junior Canadiar
. Rangers.

s it Lol e Participate in and support events in the local

community community (e.g. Yukon Quest, Canada Day,

Remembrance Day, etc.).

The following tasks may not be assigned to a CR member, except when
placed on active service under section 31 of the National Defence Act:

1. undertaking tactical military training;

2. performing immediate local defence tasks, such as containing or
observing small enemy detachments pending the arrival of other
forces;

3. providing vital point security (e.g. dams, mines, oil pipelines, etc.);

4. assisting federal, provincial, territorial or local police in the discovery,
reporting and apprehension of enemy agents, saboteurs, criminals or
terrorists; and

5. serving in aid of the civil power.
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members make them valuable, trusted assets. Their important support
in response to COVID-19 over the last two years is clear evidence of
how Rangers’ networks and relationships come into play.'’ Rangers are
also called up to assist with search and rescue in their communities,
both as volunteers who know how to work effectively as a group and as
an official military tasking when called upon.

The Rangers provide an important outlet for Northern Canadians
who wish to serve in the defence of their country without having to
leave their communities. By offering a persistent military presence in
communities across the Canadian North and bringing their local and
Indigenous knowledge and skills to the defence team, the Rangers play
a significant role as a “mature capability” (as the Canadian Army
describes them). As the “eyes, ears, and voice” of the CAF in the Arctic,
they conduct routine surveillance, complete land-based and maritime
patrols, and serve as guides and mentors for southern units operating
in remote regions. As members of their local communities, the Rangers
represent an important source of shared awareness and liaison with
community partners. They represent an ongoing conversation about
what is happening in remote regions, about how the military can best
operate in the North, and about the importance of connecting
considerations of sovereignty and national security to a strong sense of
place.

As the CAF continues to improve its ability to operate in the North,
the Canadian Rangers will continue to play an important role in
gathering intelligence, teaching southern personnel, and demonstrating
Canada’s sovereignty over the land and waters through their daily
activities. They are a poignant reminder that, at its core, sovereignty is
about more than lines on a map. It is the human activities that occur
within those lines. In their Northern homeland, Rangers are proud
guardians prepared to respond to crises and help anyone in need. The
military, and Canadians more generally, depend upon these dedicated
volunteers to keep our northern territories safe, strong and free.

The Canadian Rangers remain an essential bridge between northern
peoples, the military, and the federal government more generally—an
essential liaison role ensuring that as the CAF expands its footprint in
the North it does not crush local communities. We hope that this
collection contributes to the 75" anniversary celebrations of how the
Canadian Rangers’ have contributed to their communities and to our
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country since 1947 - and raises awareness of why the Rangers continue
to be such a valued part of the defence team that is stitched into the
fabric of our North.

Notes

! Department of National Defence (DND), Strong, Secure, Engaged: Canada’s
Defence Policy (Ottawa: DND, 2017), 79.

2DND, Strong, Secure, Engaged, 20.

? P. Whitney Lackenbauer, “The North’s Canadian Rangers,” in Strengthening
the Canadian Armed Forces through Diversity and Inclusion, eds. Alistair
Edgar, Rupinder Mangat, and Bessma Momani (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, 2019), 67-86.

* See Whitney Lackenbauer, The Canadian Rangers: A Living History
(Vancouver: UBC Press, 2013), and Lackenbauer, Vigilans: The 1** Canadian
Ranger Patrol Group. Yellowknife: 1** Canadian Ranger Patrol Group, 2015.

> P. Whitney Lackenbauer, “The Canadian Rangers: A Postmodern Militia
That Works,” Canadian Military Journal 6/4 (2005-06): 49-60.

¢ For a sample of media stories critical of the Rangers and my response to
them, see P. Whitney Lackenbauer, “Indigenous Communities are at the
Heart of Canada’s North’: Media Misperceptions of the Canadian Rangers,
Indigenous Service, and Arctic Security,” Journal of Military and Strategic

Studies 19/2 (December 2018): 158-92.

7 Canadian Army, Northern Approaches: The Army Arctic Concept 2021
(Kingston: Canadian Army Land Warfare Centre, 2013), 23.

8 P. Whitney Lackenbauer and Peter Kikkert, Measuring the Success of the
Canadian Rangers (report to the 1 Canadian Ranger Patrol Group, October

2020), https://www.naadsn.ca/wp-content/ uploads/2020/10/Rangers-
Success-Metrics-Lackenbauer-Kikkert-high-res.pdf.

® See, for example, P. Whitney Lackenbauer, “Aboriginal Peoples in the
Canadian Rangers: Canada’s ‘Eyes and Ears’ in Northern and Isolated
Communities,” in Hidden in Plain Sight: Contributions of Aboriginal Peoples
to Canadian Identity and Culture, Vol. 2, eds. Cora Voyageur, David
Newhouse, and Dan Beavon (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2011),
306-28; Lackenbauer, “Canada’s Northern Defenders: Aboriginal Peoples in

Selected Stories about 1 CRPG, 1998-2022 | xiii


https://www.naadsn.ca/wp-content/%20uploads/2020/10/Rangers-Success-Metrics-Lackenbauer-Kikkert-high-res.pdf
https://www.naadsn.ca/wp-content/%20uploads/2020/10/Rangers-Success-Metrics-Lackenbauer-Kikkert-high-res.pdf

the Canadian Rangers, 1947-2005,” in Aboriginal Peoples and the Canadian
Military: Historical Perspectives, eds. Lackenbauer and Craig Mantle (Kingston:
CDA Press, 2007), 171-208; and Peter Kikkert with Doug Stern, “Finding
Thuma: Inuit Leadership Norms and Canadian Ranger Operations,” in
Canadian Armed Forces Arctic Operations, 1941-2015: Lessons Learned, Lost,
and Relearned, eds. A. Lajeunesse and P. Whitney Lackenbauer (Fredericton:
Gregg Centre for the Study of War and Society, 2017), 370-86.

10 See, for example, Peter Kikkert and P. Whitney Lackenbauer, “The
Canadian Rangers: Strengthening Community Disaster Resilience in
Canada’s Remote and Isolated Communities,” Northern Review 51 (May
2021): 35-67; and Kikkert and Lackenbauer, “The Canadian Rangers and
COVID-19,” North American and Arctic Defence and Security Network
(NAADSN) Policy Brief (June 2020), https://www.naadsn.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/20-jun-15-PWL-and-Kikkert Policy-Brief The-
Canadian-Rangers-and-COVID-19.pdf.

xiv | Sovereignty, Security, and Resilience


https://www.naadsn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/20-jun-15-PWL-and-Kikkert_Policy-Brief_The-Canadian-Rangers-and-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.naadsn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/20-jun-15-PWL-and-Kikkert_Policy-Brief_The-Canadian-Rangers-and-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.naadsn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/20-jun-15-PWL-and-Kikkert_Policy-Brief_The-Canadian-Rangers-and-COVID-19.pdf

Selected Stories about
1** Canadian Ranger
Patrol Group,
1998-2022

Selected Stories about 1 CRPG, 1998-2022 | 1



2 | Sovereignty, Security, and Resilience



1. Stand-up of 1* Canadian Ranger Patrol Group

Joint Task Force (North) files
2 April 1998

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen. My name is Captain Dwayne
Lovegrove and I will be your narrator for today’s ceremonies.

Today marks a significant moment in the military history of the North.
This afternoon, we will formally stand up the 1* Canadian Ranger
Patrol Group as a unit of the Canadian Forces. The creation of this unit
demonstrates an acknowledgment by the federal government and the
military of the significant contribution that Canadian Rangers have
made over the past fifty years to the defence of Canada and the
maintenance of national sovereignty.

The Canadian Rangers draw their lineage from the Pacific West Coast
Militia Rangers, a unit of unpaid civilian coast watchers formed in 1942
during the height of Japanese power in World War II. This unit was
composed of volunteers raised in isolated communities on the West
Coast. Throughout the war they served as the sole military presence in
many isolated areas of British Columbia, providing surveillance and
reporting unusual incidents. After the war, the contribution of this unit
was recognized by the creation of the Canadian Rangers as a corps of
the reserve militia in 1947. Ranger patrols were established in coastal
and isolated communities from the West Coast, through the Arctic, and
down the East Coast through Newfoundland/Labrador and into
Quebec down to the north shore of the St Lawrence estuary. Over the
years the Rangers have experienced periods of expansion and reduction
based upon national defence policies.

During debate over the 1967 white paper on defence, it became
apparent that the protection of Canada’s sovereignty was a national
concern. Sovereignty protection became the priority task for the
military. In 1970 the Manhattan incident made challenges to Canada’s
sovereignty over the Arctic Archipelago an issue of national interest.
Part of the national response designed to increase our nation’s
capability to demonstrate sovereignty over the north was the creation
of Canadian Forces Northern Region Headquarters here in Yellowknife
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later that same year. Soon it was realized that the presence of Canadian
Ranger patrols constituted a minimal force-in-being which
coincidentally was deployed in many of the areas of concern.

Since that time the Canadian Ranger programme has been gradually
expanded. Current plans call for 3500 Rangers organized into five
Ranger [Patrol] Groups. Each of these Groups will be assigned to a
geographic area Commander.

At the moment there are 2981 Rangers in uniform, with more than 1/3
of them (1200) here in the North. Upon completion of the Ranger
Enhancement Programme this number will increase to 1330 Northern
Rangers, with the present 54 Ranger patrols expanding to 60. As we
speak the basic training of the fifty-fifth patrol is underway in Fort
Providence.

The operational tasks assigned to Rangers have remained constant.
They are expected to report unusual or suspicious activities, and collect
and maintain detailed information on their local area. They carry out
these tasks, for which they receive no pay, in concert with their normal
daily routine. In addition they can be called upon to assist CF units
deployed in their area, conduct surveillance/ sovereignty patrols, patrol
and inspect North Warning Radar sites, and respond to emergency
situations. When tasked by the CF in these latter roles, they are paid in
accordance with CF Reserve Force rates of pay. They undergo 10 days
paid training per year during which they are taught basic military skills
and are required to demonstrate their ability to travel and survive on
the land.

Rangers are men and women over the age of 18 years who generally
must ha ve demonstrated the ability to live on the land, are of good
conduct, and are both mentally and physically fit. They are issued a
military .303 cal Lee Enfield rifle and a uniform consisting of a red ball
cap, a hooded red sweatshirt and an armband. Aside from these items
they provide All of their own equipment.

Rangers come from all walks of life, reflecting the many faces of the
North. In the NWT approximately 80% of the members are First
Nations peoples, whereas in the Yukon the opposite is the case. The
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patrols in Atlin BC, Fort Chipewyan AB, and Churchill Manitoba also
reflect the demographic and cultural diversities of their communities.

Regardless of who they were before enlistment, service as a Ranger
generally results in a change in their personal status. Rangers, and
particularly their leaders, are respected members of their communities
and are often treated as role models. Serving in their ranks you will find
politicians, mayors, chiefs, by-law officers, businessmen, tradesmen,
elders, educators, hunters and fishermen. Chances are that you have
met many Rangers without realizing it.

Rangers are unique in many ways within the Canadian Forces. Each
patrol is commanded by a Sergeant assisted by a Master Corporal, both
of whom are elected by the patrol at large. They generally can serve until
age sixty-five. Rangers older than sixty-five can continue to serve at the
discretion of the CF provided they are of good mental and physical
fitness and continue to be able to live on the land.

The formation of 1 Canadian Ranger Patrol Group does more than
amalgamate all Ranger patrols in the North. It creates a total force unit
by transferring all members of the regular support training and
administrative cadres previously assigned to Northern Area
[Headquarters] into the unit as well. These personnel are also present
on parade today.

To mark this significant occasion we have attempted to gather here in
Yellowknife one Ranger from each existing patrol. These Rangers were
selected by their fellows as being the best [Rangers] to represent their
patrol.

Please join me in welcoming the members of the 1* Canadian Ranger
Patrol Group at their inaugural parade.

Accompanying the Commander today is Ranger Peter Kuniliussie of
the Clyde River Ranger patrol. Ranger Kuniliussie enlisted as a Ranger
on 8 October 1952. Fit and still living on the land, Ranger Kuniliussie
at 68 is the longest serving Ranger in the North. He holds the third bar
to his Canadian Forces Decoration, signifying 42 years of service. As
such, he is awarded a place of honour at these ceremonies and
represents the dedicated service to Canada by all Rangers, past and
present.
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... Ranger Kunilussie will present the new Commanding Officer with
the first CO’s pennant. The lance used to carry the pennant is an actual
seal harpoon manufactured by Ranger Lukasy Ippak of the Sanikiluaq
Ranger patrol.

The Commander CFNA will now present the first decorations awarded
to members of 1 Canadian Ranger Patrol Group.

Sgt Laurent Kringaryarkm of Repulse Bay is awarded the First Clasp to
the Canadian Forces Decoration, signifying 22 years service as a Ranger.

Sgt Tim Dialla of Pangnirtung is awarded the Canadian Forces
Decoration signifying 12 years service as a Ranger.

Interview with Maj Knight

Question 1: How do you feel about being the first Commanding
Officer of the Rangers here in the North?

Answer: I feel honoured, I feel privileged. Personally I'm quite pleased.
I've worked for the last 30 years with all manner of forces, be they
foreign, Canadian Regulars, Reserves within Canada and the Rangers in
fact are even more unique than some of these organizations I've worked
with before. I look forward to it as a challenge and also as very
informative because many of us have little opportunity to come to the
North and see the North and I will have an opportunity to see the North
as few other people will be able to see it, with the people that live and
work on the land.

Question 2: To your knowledge, how are the various patrols in the
North affected by this event?

Answer: The effect on the various patrols in the North will be minimal
if none at all. The change that has taken place now is an organizational
change. Since 1947, the Rangers have been a Corps within the Reserve
of the Canadian Forces and command and control relationships have
basically officially come from the Vice Chief of the Defence Staff’s
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office. There have been a number of accommodations to make it work
more effectively. We're in the Army, or I'm in the Army, the Army has
always had a “can do” attitude and we have made it work using
accommodations as far as command and control are concerned. Now
what is happening is we are in fact acknowledging the accommodations
and creating an officially new command and control which will delegate
command to the local level, all across Canada. That is the big change
with the standup of the 1* Canadian Ranger Patrol Group. A smaller
change is that the Rangers that are in the Yukon will work directly for
myself and the headquarters here in Yellowknife, whereas before they
were detached under command of the Detachment Commander in the
Yukon. But for themselves on the ground, the way they operate, the way
they’re tasked because the personalities here in the headquarters are not
changing, for them will almost be invisible. The big thing I think is that
the formation of 5 Ranger Groups across Canada acknowledges the
service that the Rangers have made to the country and to their local
communities for the last 50 years.

Major R.D. Knight,
Commanding Officer,
1 CRPG

(April 1998-July 2000)
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2. Gjoa Haven SOVOP

The Ranger Report, August 1998

During the period of 10-23 August 1998 members of 32 CBG conducted
a SOVOP in the community of Gjoa Haven. The first two days were
spent in town to give the members of 32 CBG and the Rangers time to
prepare for the field portion of the exercise. Training during the field
portion of the exercise consisted of Navigation, GPS, Ranges, March
Discipline, and a company level amphibious assault. One of the
highlights for the soldiers was an area set up by the Rangers that
demonstrated their traditional skills. One of the Rangers shot a caribou
and brought it back to camp. At that time a group of Rangers showed
the soldiers how a caribou is skinned and what parts from the animal
can be used (ALL OF IT!). The last part of the exercise consisted of a 2-
day march back to town. After all preparation was completed for the
redeployment back south, a feast was held. At this time gifts were
exchanged and a display of
drum dancing was held.
This also gave members of
32 CBG a chance to thank
all  members of the
community for their help.
The hard work by the
members of the Gjoa Haven
Ranger Patrol made this a
very successful exercise.
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3. Op NUNAVUT

The Ranger Report, April 1999

On 1 Apr 99, in Igaluit, 1 CRPG had the honour of providing the
military honours at the celebrations marking the creation of the new
territory of Nunavut. After several days of preparation the 1 CRPG
Nunavut Guard was ready for the task when His Excellency Romeo
Leblanc, the Governor General, stepped to the dias to receive the Vice
Royal Salute. The standard of drill was impeccable. The hours of
practice under the “kind and gentle mentorship” of WO Bachmanek
paid off several fold. Congratulations to all who took part.

The guard was formed from representatives of 24 or 25 patrols
located in Nunavut. Unfortunately, members of the Repulse Bay Patrol
were unable to make it because bad weather prevented air travel from
their community. In addition to the Nunavut Guard, 1 CRPG also
provided a 14 JCR Colour Party. These youth had a high profile part in
the ceremonies and were given the honour of unveiling, for the first
time, the new territorial flag.

1 Apr 99 was a long day. Reveille took place at 0600 hrs to the
greeting “Happy Nunavut.” After breakfast, last minute inspections
were conducted verifying dress, weapons and medals along with some
last minute practice prior to being addressed by the Chief of Defence
Staff immediately before the Parade. During his address to the Guard,
Gen Baril presented the Chief of Defence Staft’s Unit Commendation
to Hall Beach Rangers for their lifesaving action of May 98.

After the Governor General had received his honours, the Guard
had to quickly reconfigure the parade area to accept more spectators.
The event was heavily attended and fortunately our participation
ensured that all Rangers involved were able to witness the event and
attend the Gala Event that followed.

At 1300 hrs a Ranger Quarter Guard officiated at the Forward
Operating Location as Ranger Sergeant Tony Manerluk, the oldest
Ranger on parade, and Ranger Tommy Naglingniq, the youngest
Ranger, lowered the NWT flag and raised the new Nunavut flag for the
first time.

The Rangers were a visible part of the Iqaluit landscape throughout
the week of preparation. JCR and Rangers attended cultural events in
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uniform. A special rapport was establishment with the RoadHouse
Production crew and the support staff from 3 Wing Bagotville. The
traditional games night was a hit for all. Realizing that they required
voices for the singing of O Canada, the production crew pressed us into
service as a choir to record the opening National Anthem in English
and French.

When Ranger Sergeant Gamallee Nookiguak of Broughton Island, a
featured performer at the official celebrations, began to sing his
composition “Love Song,” the cheers and applause of the members of
the Guard, epitomized the spirit that had earned them the nickname
“The Red Tide” among the production crew.
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4. Exercise Baffin Fox

Sgt C. Choquette
The Ranger Report, April 1999

The idea of the whole exercise was to practice the deployment of
many Canadian Rangers from several communities to one central
location in as short as possible [of a] time frame. With the opening of
several new international flight paths across the north and with the very
real possibility of one of these aircraft or any other ‘Sched’ crashing, it
became quite clear to the Commanders of

Northern Area and 1 CRPG that a rapid deployment should be
practiced.

On the 19" of April 99 the DCO of 1 CRPG and 5 Ranger Instructors
plus Ranger Mike Taylor from Dawson (who was to participate as part
of the the 1 CRPG exchange program) boarded a HS 748 headed for the
Baffin. This was definitely an improvement over the ol’ twin otter as we
[were] touching down in Hall Beach less than four hours later. They
even gave us a stewardess to boot! The luxury of the flight was soon to
end though as we began our hopping around the Baffin.

Sgt. Kerri Lampert was the first off at Hall Beach followed by Sgt.
Gord Morris (the old dog of the north) in Igloolik, Sgt. Al Deffner and
Rgr ‘Mike’ in Pond Inlet, Sgt. Alex Harris in Clyde, and myself Sgt.
Colin Choquette in good old Broughton Island. Each of us instructors
were met by our Ranger Sgts. at our respective airports with myself
having an additional member to my greeting party. WO Chuck
Bachmanek (who was just finishing up a JCR FTX) was awaiting my
arrival and once all of the hand shaking was done he told me with the
use of many adjectives that he was acquiring that aircraft to get to
Iqaluit. Yes Warrant!

It took all of the patrols about 2 days to prepare for the upcoming
mission. A lot of fuel was taken on board for the trip and some even had
concerns about whether or not the Quammatiqs would hold out. In
Broughton Island each of us averaged 70 gallons per machine plus kit.
Needless to say we were heavy. On 21 April all of the patrols left their
communities for Fox 3 (Dewar Lakes).
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From [here] each and every patrol has [its] own story of the trip,
some that should never be repeated or retold from what I understand.
However in order to involve as little text as possible I will summarize
each and every journey with as much accuracy as possible. Keep in mind
that some truths may be stretched and some stories may not be told in
the interest of ‘Operational Security’. After all I am getting this
information from Ranger Instructors!

Broughton Island: Our journey began with us traveling across a fogged
over ocean. Rgr Johnny Kooneeliuse did [a] fantastic job guiding us in
these conditions. To this day I still don’t know how he did it, as we
couldn’t see five feet in front of us. I was just waiting for us to drive over
the [floe] edge only to be eaten by an 800-pound walrus. That never
happened though [at] about 11:00 am it started to clear. The view of the
Davis Strait and [its] impressive icebergs was quite amazing. The trip
went fairly well the whole way up with us arriving at Fox 3 by 1400 hrs
on the 23" April.

Clyde River: Sgt. Alex Harris and Rgr Sgt. Joavee Etuagat headed out
early on the 21* of April as well. Not many stories came out of that
journey except for the fact that Sgt. Alex Harris loves raw char. The fact
that they were at Fox 3 a day before anyone else and that very few stories
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[were] told of the trip, one must wonder if they actually drove! After all,
they did not look very weary after the trip.

Pond Inlet: Rgr Sgt. Norman Simonie could best tell this story I'm sure.
Unfortunately I must base the telling of it on Sgt. Al Deffner’s over-
exaggerated version. The first obstacle they faced [were] these [icebergs]
that were apparently bigger than mountains. A lot of grunting and
sweating went into the negotiation of these mammoth pieces of ice, but
they eventually did get through. After that they got to the mountains,
[each and every one an Everest according to Al]. From here they
traveled 16-hour days to finally get to Fox 3 by 232230 hrs, last but not
least. For a more accurate version of the story contact any member of
the Pond Inlet Patrol or Ranger Mike Taylor of Dawson.

Igloolik: Capt. Don Finnamore and Sgt. Gord Morris left with the
Igloolik patrol early on the 21* as well. They had to travel hard and fast
in order to get to Fox 3 on time. Over 600 km one way. They made it 4
hours before the NLT timing of 2200 hrs on the 23 April. The trip was
uneventful with the exception of the introduction of the DCO’s new
favorite meal, aged walrus!

Hall Beach: In the defence of the Hall Beach Ranger Patrol (CDS
Commendation holders), their journey was very successful. They had
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bad luck right from the start. First of all they had a lot of Quamatiqs
break because of the fact that they were carrying more fuel than the
other 4 patrols. Coupled with the fact that one or two 45 gal. drums had
busted, Sgt. Kerri Lampert was forced to make some tough decisions. It
was decided that in order for at least six Rangers to make the objective
they would pool together their resources. Considering that they had
almost 700 km to go one way and the fact that they had some other
problems, it was quite amazing to see even six Rangers show up at Fox 3.

On the morning of the 24™ of April, Sgt. Gord Morris under Capt.
Don Finnamore quickly assumed command of all 86 Rangers and began
training. First was the MAJAID [major air disaster] exercise. The Clyde
River Rangers acted as casualties for the other four patrols. All Rangers
acted very professionally and all gave proper first aid. In the afternoon
all of the Rangers had an opportunity to hunt with old friends and
family and to share ideas about the land.

25 April saw the arrival of Maj. Bob Knight (CO 1 CRPG) and the
conducting of a mass Range. Two relays of 43 Rangers participated in
the Range. Surely it was the biggest Range ever run north of 60. After
the Range the Rangers played some traditional games which included a
tug-of-war between the Ranger Instructors and Ranger Sergeants. We
won’t talk about the results of that. In the afternoon the CO, being an
old [Cavalry] Soldier, was given a mounted march past. This was an
impressive sight to see: 86 Rangers mounted roll[ed] by for the ‘Eyes
Right’! After the march past the CO gave a short speech. By 1700 hrs the
First Air Twin came in and picked him up.

That night the Pond Inlet and Igloolik Patrols started back as both
had long journeys ahead of them. All of the Patrols were back to their
respective communities by the 28" April. The mission was very
successful and it did prove to everyone that if need be many Rangers
can move many miles over many obstacles in a very short time. Rangers
are the North!
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5. Northern Soldiers

Nunavut News/North, 18 October 1999

Thanks to our former Governor General Romeo Leblanc, our
nation’s Rangers have finally been recognized for their long service to
the country.

We rarely make notice of the Rangers, but they are the ones we see
at the cenotaph every Remembrance Day. But more than sombre
figures to remember the ones that have fallen, the Rangers are here to
provide vital service. When search and rescue teams are required, ...
Northern Rangers are ready on a moments’ notice. A lower key Ranger
mission, but no less important, is to help maintain the integrity of
Canada’s Arctic sovereignty. We may hope we never ned them, but we
can be assured that they are there. Now, through this award, they know
the country appreciates them.
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6. Rangers Savoured Long-Overdue Recognition

Dan Davidson
Whitehorse Star, 15 March 2000

Dawson City—When Governor General Adrienne Clarkson toured
some of the territory last week, part of her purpose was to present a
special service award to long-serving members of the Canadian
Rangers.

She was carrying out an initiative begun last October by her
predecessor, Romeo LeBlanc, before he left office.

While the five branches of the Canadian Rangers are part of the
Canadian military establishment, there has never, in the 50-year history
of the Rangers, been a way for the Canadian Forces to honour these
special members.

LeBlanc ended that by lobbying to establish the Ranger Bar addition
to the Special Service Medal. The Ranger Bar-Special Service Medal was
to be presented to those who had been members for four years and
participated in a minimum of three Rangers’ exercises.

Clarkson made the first presentations Feb. 14 to a select group of 17
Rangers from all across the nation at Rideau Hall in Ottawa .

For the rest, it was determined that she’d present them during her
first national tour.

During her Yukon foray, she made presentations to Rangers in Old
Crow, Dawson City, Mayo, Ross River and Whitehorse.

Yukon Rangers are part of the First Canadian Ranger Patrol Group,
which takes in the Yukon, N.W.T., Nunavut, Alberta, Saskatchewan,
northern British Columbia and northern Manitoba.

According to Lt. Mark Gough, public affairs officer with the
Canadian Forces Northern Area Headquarters in Yellowknife, “The
Rangers perform the duties of providing a military presence in support
of Canadian sovereignty, including reporting unusual activities,
collecting local data of significance to support military operations,
providing local expertise, assistance and advice, as guides and advisors,
in search and rescue activities.”
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Aside from their actual military duties, Gough was quick to note that
the Rangers also perform a number of other ceremonial and
community service functions.

He stressed the Dawson patrol’s involvement with the Yukon Quest
sled dog race over a number of years. As well, Rangers from all over the
North had participated in the recent Trans-Canada Trail Relay, which
began in Tuktoyaktuk Feb. 19.

Rangers escorted the water carriers from Tuk to Inuvik,
Tsiigehtchic, Fort McPherson and Dawson, as well as south to Mayo,
Pelly Crossing, Carmacks and Whitehorse.

In Dawson, the Junior Rangers were also involved, according to Sgt.
John Mitchell. “Members of our own Junior Ranger Patrol escorted the
dog teams out of Dawson on (their) way to Mayo and south,” he said.

In their distinctive red-hooded sweaters and military paraphernalia,
the Rangers are a highly-visible addition to most ceremonial events in
Dawson.

What’s not perhaps so readily understood is that the members are
volunteers. While they’re provided with the ball cap, sweatshirt, badges,
and a No. 4 Lee Enfield rifle, most of their other equipment (cooking
supplies, snow machines, shelter tools, etc.) is their own.

A Department of National Defence backgrounder document notes
that “As a rule, Rangers are paid only when they undergo formal
military training. They receive per diem compensation for the use of
their personal equipment on exclusively military missions.”
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7. Canadian Forces Want Bigger Role for Nunavut’s
Rangers

Aaron Spitzer
Nunatsiaqg News, 26 January 2001

A report done by the Canadian Forces’ northern area headquarters
says Nunavut s rangers should be used more to protect Canadian
sovereignty in the Arctic.

Igaluit—Nunavut’s Rangers are ranging farther to protect Canadian
sovereignty in the Arctic.

A report released last month by the Canadian Forces Northern Area
headquarters in Yellowknife recommends that Rangers conduct regular
exercises in the High Arctic to assert Canada’s ownership of that area.

This year, squads of the volunteer soldiers will travel to the Arctic
Archipelago to make at least two so-called “sovereignty patrols.”

One, in April, will take a team of Grise Fiord Rangers to Alexandra
Fiord on the east coast of Ellesmere Island. From there they will use
snowmobiles to make forays out onto the land and sea ice.

Another patrol in June or July will be staged out of Mould Bay on
Prince Patrick Island in the Northwest Territories. Participants in that
exercise will be drawn either from Resolute Bay or from the community
of Holman in the Northwest Territories.

“What they will do is cover some area, and they will show the flag
and report any unusual activity,” said Maj. Yves Laroche, commanding
officer of the Rangers for the Canadian Forces Northern Area.

The patrols will likely involve between four and eight Rangers, and
spend around a week out on the land.

This year’s trips will follow up on a High Arctic sovereignty patrol
conducted jointly by the Rangers and the RCMP on Ellesmere Island
last March.

Though participants on that exercise were on the look-out for
foreign hunters rumoured to be poaching polar bears in the Alexandra
Fiord region, Laroche said they didn’t encounter anything illegal.

18 | Sovereignty, Security, and Resilience



According to the report, called the Arctic Capability Study 2000, the
sovereignty patrols are part of a new push to insure Canada’s ownership
of the High Arctic remains unchallenged.

In sovereignty, as in anything, possession is nine-tenths of the law,
said Maj. Bob Knight, the former head of Nunavut’s Rangers.

“In purely legal terms, they’re proving Canada’s sovereignty over the
territory they’re travelling through simply through their presence,” he
said.

“If you claim that you have sovereignty over a certain area, yet you
have never been there, then someone else could turn around and say,
‘Is that really your sovereign territory?”

I's not foreign military activity Canadian Forces officials are
worried about.

What concerns them, according to the study, is “a scenario where
Canada’s claim to sovereignty is whittled away by foreign commercial
activity.”

Central to that concern is the Northwest Passage, where, the report
suggests, the onset of global warming could bring a surge in shipping
activity.

The passage is thousands of nautical miles shorter than the standard
sea-route through the Panama Canal, and could be a profitable short-cut
for transport companies if the polar sea ice thins out.

Canada considers the passage to be a domestic waterway, and demands
that other nations secure permission before passing through it.

But other countries, including the United States, say the passage is
an international channel. Canadian law, including Canadian
environmental regulations, should not apply in the waterway, they say.

“To maintain sovereignty over Arctic waters, Canada must know at
all times what vessels are in her waters,” reads the report.

Several hundred Nunavut residents, mostly Inuit, serve as Canadian
Rangers. They are organized into 25 community-based patrols, each
headed by an elected sergeant.

Every year the Rangers undergo 11-day training sessions, where they
practice first-aid, navigation and traditional survival skills.
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8. Building Good Instructors

The Ranger Report, c2002

It takes a highly trained and experienced staff to instruct and support
the Rangers and Junior Rangers. Rangers are expected to have good
land skills and to know their home area but additional knowledge and
skills must be added to that foundation to make an effective Ranger and
member of the Canadian Forces. All Ranger and Junior Ranger
Instructors of 1 CRPG are drawn from the regular army’s combat arms,
the Armoured Corps, the Artillery, the Infantry, and the Combat
Engineers.

There are 11 Ranger Instructors. All are Sergeants and combined
they have more than 180 years of service. There are also 4 Junior Ranger
Instructors who between them have served for 90 years. All have served
in Canada and overseas on UN missions. The Ranger and Junior Ranger
Instructors bring expertise in a wide range of military areas including
navigation, first aid, mountain operations, advanced winter operations,
field engineering skills of construction and demolition,
communications, small arms, support weapons, and many others.

On arrival all staff receive briefings on Ranger operations and also
training in the operation of small boats and the long-range radios that
are issued to all Ranger patrols. There is additional cross-cultural
training given to all personnel posted to Canadian Forces Northern
Area. Supporting the 15 instructors and all 1380 Rangers is a
Headquarters and Administration group based in Yellowknife.
Providing pay, rations, ammunition, tools, weapons, the HQ group
handles support of all kinds for the Rangers as well as planning all
operations.

Ranger and Junior Ranger Instructors on average spend 150 days per
year on the road travelling by commercial flight, charter, air force Twin
Otter, road, snow machine, ATV, boat, and foot. The members of
1CRPG’s staff come from every region of Canada and every one of them
specifically requested a posting to the Rangers. Sgt Jim Martin is the
second generation of his family to be a Ranger Instructor. His family
lived in Yellowknife for a number of years when his father was posted
to the Rangers in the 1980’s. He is glad to be back in the North and very
pleased to be a Ranger Instructor.
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Each Junior Ranger Patrol is visited three times a year. 1 CRPG
Junior Ranger Instructors include Warrant Officer Bill Allen, Warrant
Ofticer Chuck Bachmanek, Warrant Officer Eamonn Barry, Warrant
Officer George Laidlaw, and Sergeant Terry Cole. Unlike the regular
Ranger Patrols, Junior Ranger Instructors are not specifically assigned
to a particular community. This allows all of the Junior Rangers
Instructors — with their accumulation of experience - a chance to
instruct throughout all 23 Junior Ranger Patrols.

Each Ranger patrol is trained once a year and many patrols also
provide members an opportunity to conduct sovereignty patrols and
North Warning Site patrols. Ranger Instructors are assigned to
particular communities.
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9. True North Strong, Free Thanks to the Rangers:
Arctic regiment celebrates its 60™ anniversary

Canadian Press
Toronto Star, 11 April 2002

Resolute, Nunavut—A thin red line will begin to stretch from this
remote Arctic community toward the North Magnetic Pole tomorrow,
celebrating a unique military institution and reinforcing Canadian
sovereignty when it may be increasingly challenged.

The Canadian Rangers, in their traditional red pullovers and ball
caps, will celebrate their 60th anniversary this week by travelling 850
kilometres past polar bears, through freezing cold and over shifting sea
ice to the place on the Arctic Ocean where compasses are no longer
reliable because of the strong magnetic forces.

“I'm looking forward to it,” says Sgt. Paddy Agiatusuk of Resolute,
the guide for Operation Kigliqaqvik and a Ranger for 14 years.

Created in 1942 to keep watch on Canada’s Pacific coast during
World War II, the Rangers have evolved into the military’s eyes and ears
in the Arctic.

Now, nearly 4,000 Rangers from almost every northern community
in seven provinces and three territories lend their local knowledge and
on-the-land smarts to regular patrols throughout some of the most
remote areas on Earth.

Armed with almost indestructible Lee-Enfield rifles and travelling
on snow vehicles, they keep an eye out for foreign airplanes or ships and
monitor unmanned radar stations. They’re a big part of local search-
and-rescue efforts.

And they also give Canada crucial ammunition in disputes about
northern sovereignty.

Although no one disputes Canadian ownership over Arctic islands,
the United States and some European states consider the Northwest
Passage that runs between them to be international waters.

Canada argues that the sea ice is an extension of the land and Ranger
patrols such as Operation Kigliqgaqvik are intended to be
demonstrations of that.
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“It’s all about sovereignty here,” says Capt. Rick Regan, deputy
commanding officer of 1st Canadian Ranger Patrol Group.

“The Rangers are the ones letting us know what’s going on in our
own backyard.”

So far, sea ice has limited the usefulness of Arctic waterways.

But thinning ice cover may bring sovereignty disputes forward.

Tourists in icebreakers have been cruising the Northwest Passage
since 1995 and many speculate commercial shipping will also increase.

“It does strengthen (our argument), as long as it’s part of a
cumulative picture,” says Rob Huebert, a marine law specialist and a
director of the University of Calgary’s Centre of Military and Strategic
Studies.

But more than that, he says the Rangers provide good role models
and productive opportunities to communities that often can use both.

“The kids really look up to it,” says Sgt. Darrel Klemmer of Tulita in
the Northwest Territories, who has been a Canadian Ranger for five
years.

“It gives them a positive role model.”

Rangers are often leaders in their home communities and patrol
leaders are elected by their comrades.

“You've got to be well respected to lead the patrol,” Klemmer says.

Operation Kigliqaqvik, expected to take four or five days one way,
brings together Rangers from 28 different northern communities from
east to west, their largest operation ever. While there are huge
differences between the forest and bush of the Mackenzie Valley and
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the treeless tundra of the high Arctic, Klemmer says the Rangers are
finding lots in common.

“You get 30 different Rangers together and they’ll have 60 different
ways of doing the same thing.

“But we talk about our families and our communities and tell stories
of the old ways. Everybody has hunting in common. Everybody likes to
hunt.”

Says Ranger John Mitchell of Dawson [City], Yukon: “The Rangers
are one of the things that link the whole North.”

They link northerners with the south, too.

“People don’t realize how far we are from the nation’s capital,” he
says.

“The Rangers make you feel more like you’re a Canadian.”

Joining the Rangers is an opportunity to serve the local community,
says Aqiatusuk.

“I like to travel and I like to help people that need help,” says
Agiatusuk, who has been involved with a number of search-and-rescue
operations.

But Klemmer says it’s also a chance to serve the nation.

“We don’t want other people intruding on our land without us
knowing about it.

“This is Canada. This belongs to us.”
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10. Polar expedition called a boost to sovereignty

Stephanie Waddell
Whitehorse Star, 26 April 2002

An expedition that took Canadian Rangers from across the North to
the edge of the magnetic North Pole was about gaining a sense of
sovereignty.

“It’s always been a national thing, you
know, to wave the Canadian flag here,” Sgt.
John Mitchell of Dawson City said in an
interview Thursday from Resolute Bay,
Iqaluit.

“And T think what everybody, that I'm
getting a sense of, got was a sort of personal
understanding of sovereignty as it pertains
to them. You know, it became a personal
thing.”

Mitchell was one of the 30 Rangers on
the snowmobiling trek to the magnetic
North Pole, which left from Resolute Bay on
April 9.

The trek, Kigliqaqvik Ranger (which means “place on the edge of
known land”) was to assert Canadian sovereignty over an area of the

Arctic that is seldom visited.

“We got 40 per cent of Canada sitting up here north of 60; we’ve got
more than our share of natural resources for the country here; we’ve got
some of the unique flora and fauna that you can’t find anywhere else in
the world, and vast areas of some of the most beautiful country, and I
think any country in the world would be proud to have any of the above
and we got the whole works here,” Mitchell said.

Beyond that, he continued, there are the people - some of the most
unique, interesting and independent ones to be found in the world.

After departing Resolute on April 9, the group covered more than
800 km. north in a week, ending on sea ice more than 10 km north of
Ellef Ringnes Island and about two km south of an open stretch of
Arctic sea.
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The patrol members abandoned plans to camp on the ice for the night
because they were unable to go around or over the water, and there was
also concern that a gap might open behind the patrol. Instead, the
expedition travelled south to Cape Isachsen and camped there.

When the group reached the most northern area on the trip, it was
on the edge of the magnetic North Pole.

On April 18, Prime Minister Jean Chretien and National Defence
Minister Art Eggleton called to congratulate the troops on their
expedition.

The prime minister spoke with Mitchell as well as Warrant Officer
Kevin Mulhern of Yellowknife, Sgt. Darrel Klemmer of Tulita, N.-W.T.,
Sgt. Paddy Aqiatusuk of Resolute Bay and Ranger Deborah Iqaluk of
Resolute Bay.

While Eggleton shared greetings with the Rangers, the defence
minister also told the troop about the Canadian soldiers who died in
Afghanistan in a “friendly fire” incident.

“We are happy for the Rangers and sad for our soldiers in
Afghanistan,” Eggleton said.

The Rangers’ trek was the first time Rangers from across the North
(1 Canadian Ranger Patrol Group) have come together in a combined
operation.

There were four Yukoners, 10 Rangers from the Northwest
Territories, 16 from Nunavut, one from northern Manitoba, one from
northern B.C. and one from northern Alberta involved in the
expedition. There were also five non-commissioned officers who
worked out of the base camp.

On Sunday, a banquet will be hosted in the Rangers” honour.
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11. Operation Polar Bear: Civilian and military
personnel on sovereignty patrol encounter dense fog
and majestic mammals on Resolute Island

Miriam Hill
Nunatsiaq News, 16 August 2002

Resolution Island—Ranger Jetaloo Kakee motions a group up a rocky
hill on Resolution Island, a small land mass off the southern tip of Baffin
Island.

Half a dozen civilians taking part in exercise Narwhal Ranger, a
sovereignty patrol helping to assert the Canadian military’s control in
Northern parts, have just been deposited on the island by the HMCS
Goose Bay.

The Naval vessel leaves the bay broadcasting Newfoundland music
from her speakers as she sails into the fog.

Six Canadian Rangers from Iqaluit and Kimmirut are on 24-hour
polar bear patrol on an island frequented by the summering mammals.
“Shhh... this way,” Kakee says.

He leads up the side of an
embankment  overlooking the
campsite, pausing and gesturing for
the group to come closer.

Just below the ledge where
Kakee stands is a sleeping polar
bear. The animal isn’t full-grown,
probably only between 1,100 and
1,200 pounds, Ranger Matto
Michael says.

Kakee makes a soft noise and the
animal wakes up, turning its head
toward the group above it. The bear
rolls itself to its feet and trundles off
down the far side of the hill toward _
small ice floes that have been Rgr Matto Michael,
pushed against the land. Kimmirut patrol
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The bear appears to take its time deciding which ice floe it will stand
on. Kakee makes loud cooing noises and the bear looks up. Michael
throws small stones toward it to try and scare it off.

The excitement over, the group makes its way back down to the
campsite where Canadian Forces personnel are setting up tents. Large
white canvas structures stand next to peaked green tents and a small
bright yellow one. People mill about, waiting for food.

Boxes filled with army rations are opened, propane stoves are lit and
within the hour the group’s stomachs are full.

Part of the exercise is to test military communications capabilities
on the island, and after breakfast about eight people brave the fog and
light rain to begin the two-kilometre hike up the island’s winding road
to the airstrip, where a communications tent has been set up.

The weather is worse on higher ground and the rain pelts down as
high winds blow the drops in all directions.

Two men unwrap a portable antenna and try to assemble it in the
less-than-optimal conditions.

There aren’t any telephone poles or high trees to attach wires to help
transmit radio signals, Capt. Ryan Walker explains. The wires on the
antenna attach to a radio sheltered in a tent where a man plays with the
frequencies to try and reach someone.

“It’s so we have a safety net if something happens here,” Walker says.
“Also, it’s to exercise our interoperability.” That means it shows that the
Navy and the Canadian Forces can pass voice mail, e-mail or digital
images over high-frequency radio. With a little patience and fiddling,
the radio signal is heard and
responded to by both the
Iqaluit Coast Guard and one of
the Navy ships that deposited
troops on the island.

After the weather clears,
the Rangers set up targets
facing the bay for target
practice. They are put through
their paces, safety-checking
their equipment before firing l
on the six wooden targets.
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Ranger [Dinos] Tikivik says the exercise has allowed a sharing of
knowledge between arms of the Forces.

“I think they were surprised by our knowledge of animal behaviour
and weather,” he says. “I don’t think we’ll be going home today.”

As the day progresses, it becomes evident that the planned airlift out
will not occur due to the appalling visibility.

The light begins to dim and the group has eaten another meal of
rations when the approximately 25 people tuck in for a night guarded
by Rangers with .303-rifles.

The night is quiet and dawn breaks with more fog and mist.

Officers are soon in contact by satellite phone with the air force and
Kenn Borek Air Ltd. trying to find a way off the island.

At mid-morning, people trundle toward another site near the bay
where two bears are wandering the hillside across the water. Sharing
binoculars and snapping photos as the weather starts to break, the
mood of participants lifts with the cloud cover.

The airstrip has good visibility now and the surrounding landscape,
which couldn’t be seen the day before, presents itself.

Through the rolling mountains and blue sky, the charter plane lands
to take the first shuttle of people back to Iqgaluit.

Pond Inlet patrol members on a sovereignty patrol, 2002
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12. Quest Mushers Set to Follow the Usual Trail

Stephanie Waddell
Whitehorse Star, 5 February 2003

The Yukon Quest trail will likely take the same route it normally
does on the Canadian side of the border.

“We had looked at another route out of Whitehorse, but fortunately,
God must be a musher there,” Sgt. John Mitchell with the Canadian
Rangers in Dawson City said in an interview Monday.

The Rangers prepare the Canadian side of the Quest trail. Although
this winter has seen unseasonably warm temperatures, Mitchell said,
the Yukon River has frozen enough that the usual trail can be formed.

“Concurrent to that, the guys made it all the way through and into
Braeburn, so that’s fine into there,” he said. “I mean, we do have low
snow this year, but there’s a two-inch base.”

While overall it will be rough, it won’t likely be too bad going into
Braeburn because it’s the Trans Canada Trail, Mitchell pointed out.

In Carmacks, the Rangers have cut an overland trail due to open
water. Going into Carmacks, mushers travel on and off the Yukon River
two or three times, and this will eliminate one of those sections, Mitchell
said.

“The main change that I know about, at this time, will be that little
section overland; and that’s only two kilometres at the most,” he said.

Mitchell doesn’t think the trail’s status will change much over the
next week unless the temperature is drastically warm.
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“If we get right up to 0 (C) for a few days, we may have a problem,
but right now, it’s not actually looking that bad on the route,” he said.

The rough trail is broken from Pelly Crossing. The worst part of the
trail appears to be the lower part of Scroggie Creek, he said.

“There’s some rock faces there where some boulders came down
and, of course, promptly froze themselves into the middle of the trail,”
Mitchell said. “It’s kind of hard to do anything there.”

Provided there’s no major storm, the trail appears to be in good
condition from there.

The Rangers are looking at the trail near the Alaska border. There’s
been traffic on the Yukon River from Forty Mile to Cassier Creek.

“We’re only looking at a 10-mile (16.1-km) section of trail that’s
unknown, and I've got no doubt in my mind the guys will handle that,”
Mitchell said.

The race is scheduled to start in downtown Whitehorse at 1 p.m.
Sunday.

HARRY/KERN 2016
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13. Canadian Rangers Patrol Ellesmere Island

Capt. Conrad Schubert
Canadian Forces Northern Area News Release, 12 May 2003

Yellowknife, NWT - Canadian Rangers from 1st Canadian Ranger
Patrol Group have completed the first-ever Ranger Sovereignty Patrol
on Northeast Ellesmere Island.

“This was a difficult and challenging patrol,” said Maj. Stewart
Gibson, Commanding Officer of the Ist Canadian Ranger Patrol
Group, “that proved 1* Canadian Ranger Patrol Group’s capability of
operating in the remotest parts of the arctic.”

The four-member patrol started on April 29 and ended on May 7.
Patrol members included Sergeant Paddy Aqgiatusak, commander of the
Resolute Bay Ranger Patrol, Corporal Manasie Noah of the Grise Fiord
Ranger Patrol, Major Stewart Gibson, and Warrant Officer Kevin
Mulhern of 1st Canadian Ranger Patrol Group Headquarters.

The patrol covered over 1000km, from the Eureka Weather Station
on the West-central side of Ellesmere Island to Canadian Forces Station
Alert at the extreme northern end of Ellesmere Island. The route
crossed from the center of Ellesmere Island to the east coast and then
inland in a northerly direction to Alert.

The patrol members are the first Canadian Forces members ever to
have travel overland from Eureka to Alert, over much ground that has
never before been traveled on.

The terrain tested the mettle and ingenuity of the Rangers, often
breaking their snowmachines as the patrol crossed sea ice, bare rock
and steep terrain. Temperatures dipped to -25C and the patrol had to
carried out expedient repairs in challenging conditions in order to reach
their objective within the planned time.

The patrol asserted Canadian sovereignty in an area where it is
periodically contested by Greenlandic hunters. In 2002, the Grise Fiord
Ranger Patrol carried out a sovereignty patrol from Grise Fiord to
Eureka. In 2001, a joint Ranger-RCMP sovereignty operation took place
in the area of Alexandra Fiord on the east coast of Ellesmere Island,
north of the Johan Peninsula.
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14. Bringing Tradition to the Armed Forces

Neils Christensen
Northern News Services, 24 November 2003

Sanikiluaq - Jonny doesn’t let his age slow him down. In fact as a
Canadian Ranger and an elder, he’s been able to pass on his traditional
knowledge to others.

At 67 years old he is still an active member of the Rangers.

Tookalook was one of the participants in the first Nunavut shooting
competition.

“This has been a lot of fun,” he said, with one of the Rangers
translating for him. “It good to see all these young people out here
learning.”

He joked that he’s been teaching the younger generation about being
a Ranger.

“It’s important for elders to pass on their knowledge to the younger
generation,” he said.

During the competition,
Tookalook showed the Rangers how to
make a fox trap with stones.

Tookalook received his first rifle
from the Rangers in 1947 and officially
joined the army reserve group in 1989.

“I was asked to join the group and
I've enjoyed it ever since,” he said.

Part of the reason Tookalook
wanted to join was because he wanted
to help out his community.

“I’s been a great experience,” he
said.

Early in his career as a Ranger,
Tookalook was involved in training
soldiers to survive in colder climates.

“The army from the South didn’t
know how to survive on the land,” he
said.
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“I would teach them how to hunt and trap,” he said.

Tookalook said the best part about being a Ranger is the
comradeship among all the members. For most of the Rangers, the
shooting competition was the first time they’ve met others from across
Nunavut. It didn’t take long to make friends with the people from the
other communities.

“We’ve had a lot of laughs during the competition,” he said.

Rangers from Repulse Bay (Naujaat) on a
sovereignty patrol, March 2003
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15. Growing in Strength

Darrell Greer
Northern News Services, 24 December 2003

Rankin Inlet - The Rankin Inlet Patrol of the Canadian Rangers held a
special ceremony recently to welcome 13 new members into its ranks.

A large gathering of friends and family members came together at
the community hall to watch the official swearing-in of the new
Rangers, one of the largest growth spurts in recent years for the Rankin
Patrol.

Joining the Rankin Patrol are Ambrose Karlik, Frank Russell, Mark
Ronald, Ishmeal Naulalik, Sam Ayaruak, Eric Nukapiak, Arsene Karlik,
Raymond Mercer Jr. and Herbert Scherer.

Also sworn in were the patrol’s first female members, Lucy
Makkigak, Nellie Ussak, Mary Ann Hapanak and Lydia Tatty.

There were also two special presentations made by honoured guest

Rose Tootoo.

Elder Jack Kabvitok received the Queen’s Jubilee Medal for his many
years spent with the Canadian Rangers.

Elder Ollie Ittinuar was honoured for his years of service, and for being
the oldest-serving member in Canada, at a youthful 82 years of age.
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Ranger Sgt. Albert Kimaliakyuk said a group of senior patrol
members led the new Rangers out onto the land for training this past
month.

The patrol was accompanied by Maj. Stu Gibson (comm